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hen | was in my early
teens, my dad gave me
some advice that | have

remembered over the vyears, al-
though | have not always followed it
as | should have. He said, “If you
want to be happy and effective in
life with it's continuing problems,
then you need to apply this princi-
ple.”

Its basic, it's simple and it
works. Here is the simple but wise
counsel he gave me:

“When you have a decision to
make, if you are not positive it's the
right thing to do, put it off for now
and come back to it later, if the
thought stays with you. You will
make fewer mistakes in life if you
are confident that your decisions
are correct. Don’'t make hasty deci-
sions, get the facts first.”

How could anything be simpler?
Yet, it is not a way of life with so
many in our “buy now-pay later” so-
ciety. It feels good, I've got to have
it! Now! We have learned over time
that the things in life that are really
worthwhile are worth planning for
and waiting for. All good decisions
are based on proper knowledge and
proper timing.

Two statements in Proverbs cer-
tainly support this principle of not
rushing into important decisions:

“The plans of the diligent lead

surely to plenty, but those of every-
one who is hasty, surely to pov-
erty” (Proverbs 21:5, NKJV).

“Do you see a man hasty in his
words? There is more hope for a
fool than for him” (Proverbs 29:20,
NKJV).

| really came to understand this
principle in 1966 when | was first
exposed to the Sabbath day and
the commitment required to re-
spond to the calling of God.

| grew up in the Methodist
church. We had many good friends
and were involved in Sunday
School class, youth activities,
men’s prayer group and all the
holidays. We were having a good
time, it was family. My brother and
his family had not been to services
for a couple of weeks, so Icalled
him to see if someone was sick.
He said, “No, we don’t go to church
on Sunday anymore, we go on
Saturday, the Sabbath of the Bi-
ble.” “You WHAT?,” | said. | didn’t
have a clue what he was talking
about.

It didn’t make sense to me, but |
wondered if he was going to con-
vert to Judaism. The weeks
passed into months. One day | was
driving by a park area on my way
to see a customer, and | saw my
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The Sabbath

ne of the greatest
blessings God has
given mankind is His

holy Sabbath day. Every sev-
enth day has been set apart,
sanctified and made Holy from
creation (Genesis 2:2-3).

This is a special time re-
served each week by God for
man’s spiritual and physical
welfare.

Man is a unique social be-
ing needing the companionship
of others as he goes through
life. We are born and reared in
a social environment - our lives
intertwine with many others.

“For none of us liveth to him-
self, and no man dieth to him-
self” (Romans 14:7).

God realized this when He cre-
ated Adam, for He observed,
“It is not good that the man
should be alone” (Genesis
2:18). So He created woman,
for the man’s companionship,
and sanctified the Sabbath as
their day of rest (Mark 2:27).
Solomon understood this
fact when he wrote, “Two are
better than one; because they
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have a good reward for their
labor. For if they fall, the one
will lift up his fellow; but woe
to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not an-
other to help him up. Again, if
two lie together, then they
have heat; but how can one
be warm alone? And if one
prevail against him, two shall
withstand him; and a three-
fold cord is not quickly bro-
ken” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).
Our lives were intended to
be a balance of give and
take, mutual help, encourage-
ment, strength and protection.
The opportunities to speak

vice, prayer and Bible studies
give us a spiritual uplift that
cannot be obtained in any
other type of meeting.

David, who God called “a
man after mine own
heart” (Acts 13:22), eagerly
looked forward to the times he
could be with others before
God in worship (Psalm 111:1;
Psalm 122:1). Paul as his man-
ner was (Acts 17:2; 6-13) regu-
larly sought to be with others
on the Sabbath.

Throughout the ages, two
signs have been given to iden-
tify the true people of God; (1)
the Sabbath day (Exodus
31:16,17) and (2) love (John
13:35).

We know love is keeping
God’'s Commandments and “he
that saith he abideth in him
ought himself also so to walk
[live], even as he walked
[lived]” (I John 2:6).

Christ kept God’s Sabbath.
If we withdraw ourselves and
become “closet” Christians,
avoiding other believers, we
lose great opportunities to ex-
press the love of God that
dwells in us. In fact, it is risky
to try to dwell alone without
Christian fellowship. The
sheepfold provides special pro-
tection for the flock from the

words of cheer (Malachi
3:16), to vvlolves ano]Ic
i [ elements o
gﬁ:fgtto '2 Throughout the ages, two danger a
c hurch Signs have been given to iden- lone sheep is
meeting tify the true people of God; (1) exposed to.
(Psalm the Sabbath day (Exodus Webster’s
122:1), 81:16,17) and (2) love (John Dictionary
praising  13:35). describes a
God on His sheepfold as:
Sﬁ[kr’lbath tt)h We know Ilove is Kkeeping Zozi?eor ?2}
gether wi ’
family and God’s Commandments. . . sheep or
innniraln arniriiro, a ﬂOCk Of

friends (Colossians 3:16), are
precious. The preaching ser-
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sheep; a church or its congre-
gation; any group having com-
mon goals, values and beliefs.

The Shulamite maiden in
the Song of Solomon, chapter
1.7, asks the shepherd whom
she loves to “Tell me where
thou feedest, where thou
makest thy flock to rest at
noon: for why should | be as
one that turns aside by
[departs from] the flocks of thy
companions?”

We can ask the same ques-
tions of Christ, whom we love.
Where will we find Him and
those whom He has called and
separated from the “heat” of
the day? Where do they “feed”
and “rest” together? Why
should | be like others who de-
part from their fellowship?

The shepherd’s (Christ’s)
answer in verse 8 is very inter-
esting, informative and gently
corrective; “if you know not -
and we should know - O you
fairest among women
[individual], go thy way forth by
the footsteps of the flock
(church), and feed (give and
serve) thy kids (children, fam-
ily, friends) beside the shep-
herd’s (minister’'s) tents
(congregation).”

If we desire to fellowship
more closely with Christ, we
can do so by going where He
is each Sabbath day - “Where
two or three are gathered b-
gether in my name, there am |
in the midst of them” (Matthew
18:20).

This does not mean we
cannot have fellowship alone,
privately, with God, but that a
special blessing of His divine
presence is manifested in the
Sabbath assembly.

Jesus left us an example of
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going to church services regu-
larly (Luke 4:16) on the Sab-
bath day. He ate with (Luke
14:1), taught (Mark 6:2),
healed (Luke 6:6-11), and did
good (Luke 6:9) for others on
the Sabbath day. Certainly at
times He was alone on the
Sabbath, but his *“custom”
was to spend part of the day
in a public church service.

His whole life was dedi-
cated to doing as Caiaphas,
the high priest, prophesied:
“That also he should gather
together in one the children of

If we desire to fellow-
ship with Christ more
closely, we can do so by
going where He is each
Sabbath day - “Where
two or three are gath-

ered together in my

name, there am | in the
midst of them” (Matthew
18:20).

God that were scattered
abroad” (John 11:52).

It has not been left up to
us to rationalize about the
Sabbath day. We have been
given a specific command:
“Remember the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labor, and do all thy
work: But the seventh day is
the sabbath of the Lord thy
God: in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy
manservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy
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stranger that is within thy
gates: For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: where-
fore the Lord blessed The Sab-
bath day, and hallowed
it” (Exodus 20:8-11, Matthew
12:12).

It is (1) a holy commanded
assembly (convocation) and
(2) to be kept in our homes
(dwellings) (Leviticus 23:3).

Doing neither when it is
possible to do it is breaking the
Fourth Commandment, dis-
obeying God and cheating our-
selves.

“Let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good
work: not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together as
the manner of some is, but ex-
horting one another; and so
much the more as you see the

day approaching” (Hebrews
10:24, 25).
And “Wherefore comfort

yourselves together, and edify
one another, even as also ye
do” (I Thessalonians 5:11).

Isaiah said in chapter
58:13-14: “If thou turn away thy
foot from the sabbath, from do-
ing thy pleasure on my holy
day; and call the sabbath a de-
light, and holy of the Lord, hon-
orable; and shalt honor him,
not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words:
Then shalt thou delight thyself
in the Lord; and | will cause
thee to ride upon the high
places of the earth, and feed
thee with the heritage of Jacob
thy father: for the mouth of the

(Continued on page 6 - Fellowship)
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brother and his family having a
picnic. | wondered why he was
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entine’s Day, Halloween, all
ten of the commandments. It
would mean a major change

doing this on a weekday. Why  of lifestyle. | was over-
wasn't he at whelmed.
work? | stopped [ “What's going on,” | We started

my “cool” 29
Ford Model A
coupe, honked
at him and
waved him over
to where | was
parked. “What's
going on,” |
asked. He said
he was observ-
ing the Days of
Unleavened
Bread. | thought
he had gone
over the deep

intelligent;

brother was in-
telligent; he was
an aeronautical engineer with
a master's degree. Why was
he doing all this Jewish stuff?

It was time to get serious
and show him how he was
wrong in rejecting Christian tra-
ditions. Dad’s advice came to
my mind, | knew | had to ap-
proach this in a logical way.
Don’'t make hasty judgments,
do some logical research to
prove him wrong. | knew this
was going to be an easy job;
the majority of all churches ob-
serve Sunday, the Lord’'s day.
Yes sir, | won't be hasty, I'll
have the facts to show him.
This wouldn’t take long at all.

After about six months of
intense study and research at
the library and at home, some-
times until several hours after
midnight, | knew | had a prob-
lem. | could not prove my
brother wrong. It wasn’t only
the Sabbath and the Holy
days, it was Xmas, Easter, Val-

asked. He said he was
observing the Days of
Unleavened Bread. |
thought he had gone
over the deep end. ||y,
knew my brother was
he was an
aeronautical
with a master’s degree.
Why was he doing all
this Jewish stuff?

It was time to get seri-
end. | knew my Ous and show him how
he was wrong. . .

attending Sab-
bath services. It
was quite differ-
ent than what
we were used
going to
church on Sat-
urday, but the
engineer |(warmth of the
people was so
helpful, we
were treated
like  longtime
friends. Pass-
over was com-
ing up in a few
months and we
'were not bap-

tized yet.

My wife was pregnant with
our fourth child. Many of the
women then
were having
“natural  child-
birth.” | told her,
maybe  “WE”
should have this
fourth child by
natural childbirth.

She thought |
was crazy! | was
pushing her.
What | had

learned in the
last 6 months
was SO exciting
and invigorating
that | forgot my
dad’s advice
about not rush-
ing into a decisior:. 1 niicw we
had entered into a new way of
life, but | didn't realize then
how much change was to
come into our lives and the
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The Sabbath has been
a major factor in our
understanding
the very purpose of
life is to be at rest as
sons and daughters of
the Eternal,
The purpose for man-
kind is revealed in the
“beginning”
the Bible. .

trials of overcoming that would
test us greatly. With some wise
counsel given by the local pas-
tor, |1 slowed down, eased off
on my wife, and she chose to
have a natural delivery. This
birth of our last child was the
easiest of all, and | was able to
see our daughter enter this life.

We have been blessed so
much since that time 34 years
ago, and it all started by trying
to prove the Sabbath was not
the day that our Heavenly Fa-
ther had set apart for us to be
with Him and our Savior. We
entered into a rest that has
changed our lives, like many
others, and the end result will
be eternal love, joy and peace.

As the months turned into
years, with new tests and trials
to strengthen us, our under-
standing of the reality of the
Sabbath day has become our
motive of striving to walk in His
way. The Sabbath has been a
major factor in
our understand-
ing that the very
purpose of life is
to be at rest as
sons and daugh-
ters of the Eter-
nal, forever. The
purpose for man-
kind is revealed
in the “beginning”
book of the Bible:

that

forever.

“And God said,
Let us make man
in our image, af-
ter our likeness:
and let them
have  dominion
uver uie nsil of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping

book of

(Continued on page 5 - Sabbath)
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thing that creepeth upon the
earth. So God created man in
his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and
female created he
them” (Genesis 1:26-27).

After creating mankind in
their image and to be like them
in character, the Sabbath was
made for mankind. Jesus
made that clear when He made
this statement:

“And he said unto them, the
sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the sab-
bath” (Mark 2:27).

The Sabbath was intended
to show man the ultimate rest
of being born again, resur-
rected into the very Family of
God.

Mankind has not learned
this principle because of con-
tinual rejection of God’s laws of
love, the Ten Commandments.
It takes time and the experi-
ence of living to grasp the
magnitude of creation, and the
Sabbath rest that follows.

Several years ago | heard a
“saying” that I'll never forget
and that has helped me to bet-
ter understand God’s creation
of mankind, to be like Him:

“Think about your life as if it
were a bank account.

Yesterday . ... .. Is a can-
celed check, you can never
spend it again.

Tomorrow . . .... IS a promis-
sory note, you can'’t receive its
value yet.

Today ...... is cash, spend it

Fountain of Life

wisely and it will pay great
dividends.”

Our bankers want us to
make wise decisions to make
sure our account is balanced,
with plenty of reserve to sus-
tain us in times of uncertainty
and the possibility of depres-
sion. Our Heavenly Father
also wants us to “balance”
our account with him, with a

.. .Our Heavenly Father
also wants us to
“balance” our account
with him, with a reserve
of faith to carry us
through the times of trial
that He permits for our
strengthening. A major
factor He gave to man-
kind, to help us stay
“pbalanced” in life, is the
Holy Sabbath day.

reserve of faith to carry us
through the times of trial that
He permits for our strength-
ening. A major factor He gave
to mankind, to help us stay
“balanced” in life, is the Holy
Sabbath day.

Our Spiritual Bank Account

“A false balance is abomina-
tion to the LORD: but a just
weight is his de-
light” (Proverbs 11:1).

“Divers weights are an abomi-
nation unto the LORD; and a
false balance is not
good” (Proverbs 20:23).

“Jesus Christ the same yes-
terday, and today, and for
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ever’
13:8).

(tomorrow) (Hebrews

Yesterday (history)

“And Jesus said unto him, "No
man, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God” (Luke
9:62).

Today (overcoming)

“Give us this day our daily
bread” (Matthew 6:11).

“For we are made partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast
unto the end; While it is said
Today if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation™ (Hebrews
3:14, 15).

Tomorrow (Kingdom of God)

“Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow
shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof” (Matthew
6:34).

“And, behold, one came and
said unto him, Good Master,
what good thing shall | do, that
I may have eternal life? And he
said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good
but one, that is, God: but if thou
wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments” (Matthew 19:
16 -17).

“He that loveth his life shall
lose it; and he that hateth his
life in_this world shall keep it
unto life eternal” (John 12:25).

“And this is life eternal, that

(Continued on page 7 - Sabbath)
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Lord hath spoken it.”

Now let's consider several
reasons for our Sabbath fel-
lowship:

(1) It encourages others
when they see they are not
alone in this way. (2) We in
turn are encouraged. (3) It is a
public witness to our
neighbors, friends and rela-
tives each week that we are
following Christ. (4) It enables
the social and spiritual function
of the local church group to de-
velop and operate more effec-
tively. (5) We are inspired,
taught and corrected through
public preaching
and worship. (6)
We rehearse
each week the
spiritual type of
living together in
harmony  during
the mille nnium.

Perhaps some
will say, “l don't

an

What is the difference
between a reason and
excuse?
which is allowed to re-
peatedly and voluntar-
ily dominate and con-
trol our Sabbath time
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ness, (2) distance (i.e., trans-
portation costs, etc.), (3) oc-
casional outings, family visits,
out-of-town trips, etc., (4) an
unexpected “ox in the ditch”
situation, (5) special times of
retreat for private devotional
periods.

What other reasons can
you think of? What is the dif-
ference between a reason
and an excuse? That which is
allowed to repeatedly and vol-
untarily dominate and control
our Sabbath time is an ex-
cuse - for example, habitually
allowing things we could do
on other days or on an occa-
sional Sabbath
to interfere with
our regular at-
tendance in the
service. Per-
haps we have
not considered
Sabbath service
attendance as
being as mpor-

That

need to attend . tant for our-
church. | keep the 1S @n excuse - that is, gejyes and oth-
Sabbath, | love when we habitually d- ersasitis.

the truth, | have : If you would
His Spirit, | fellow- o, other, ENINOSEEEE like to share in
ship alone with could do on other the Sabbath

Christ and the Fa-
ther, or | listen to

sermon  tapes

each week at terfere with our regu-

home.n -
Granted  this lar attendance in the

may be true, but SErvice.
why not share this day with
others? Why not “Let your light
so shine before men that they
may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in
heaven? (Matthew 5:16).

Are there any legitimate
reasons for not regularly at-
tending the Sabbath service?

Let's consider a few: (1) ill-

days or on an occa-
sional Sabbath to in-

blessing of be-
ing with others
“like-minded,”
please write our
Information
Center in Tulsa,
OK, for the ad-
dress oOf the congregation
nearest you. Why miss out on
one of the greatest blessings
God has provided for you?
Fellowship on the Sabbath -
this week!
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2001 HOLY DAY

CALENDAR
Passover*. . ... Apr 7
Feast of
Unleavened
Bread........ Apr 8-14
Pentecost . ... May 27
Feast of
Trumpets.. .. .. Sep 18
Day of

Atonement . . .. Sep 27

Feast of
Tabernacles . .. Oct 2-8

Last Great

*observed previous evening,
after sunset

r—
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they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent” (John
17:3).

“Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus. And |
heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labours;
and their works do follow
them” (Revelation 14:12 -13).

Let's look at the Sabbath
command from the book of
Deuteronomy:

“Keep the sabbath day to
sanctify it, as the LORD thy
God hath commanded thee?
Six days thou shalt labour, and
do all thy work: But the seventh
day is the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy
manservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thine ox, nor thine
ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy
gates; that thy manservant and
thy maidservant may rest as
well as thou. And remember
that thou wast a servant in the
land of Egypt, and that the
LORD thy God brought thee
out thence through a mighty
hand and by a stretched out
arm: therefore the LORD thy
God commanded thee to keep
the sabbath day” (Deut 5:12-
15).

We see from the Scriptures
that we are to cease from our
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labors, the carnal works of
mankind. This ceasing from
our labors and doing the
works of God is what the Sab-
bath is about, for eternity.
God’s people were slaves,
in bondage to a people that
did not know God. Just as He
took them out of physical
bondage, He is calling His
creation to cease from the
works of unrighteousness and
do His works, with Him and

God’'s people were
slaves, in bondage to a
people that did not
know God. Just as He
took them out of physi-
cal bondage, He is call-
ing His creation to
cease from the works
of unrighteousness
and do His works, with
Him and Jesus for eter-
nity. No more works of
men; instead, His born
again children doing
His will in love, joy and
peace.
Jesus for eternity. No more
works of men; instead, His
born-again children doing His
will in love, joy and peace.
The universe will see the
results of the “Sabbath rest”
for eternity. Just like the prodi-
gal son, His children have

come home, wanting to do
His will.

“And the son said unto him,

Father, | have sinned against
heaven, and in thy sight, and
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am no more worthy to be
called thy son. But the father
said to his servants, bring forth
the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet:
And bring hither the fatted calf,
and kill it; and let us eat, and
be merry: For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found. And
they began to be merry” (Luke
15:21-24).

“Rejoice in the Lord alway:
and again | say, Rejoice. Let
your moderation be known
unto all men. The Lord is at
hand. Be careful for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be
made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which pas-
seth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are
of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these
things” (Philippians 4:4-8).

As we think on Verse 8, we
know that “these things” will be
a part of the Sabbath rest now
and forever. The Sabbath is a
“shadow” of great things to
come!

Bill Fowler
Dedicated Servant
of God

APRIL 09 1931
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“1 will meditate also of all Thy work, and-talk of Thy doings.”

There is much talk these days
about separation of church and
state. President Bush’s faith
based initiatives have caused many
to be concerned; they argue that this
is the state supporting religion. While
the news media cover this contro-
versy in great detail, events are tak-
ing place in the State of Ohio that
have far greater implications for
Americans today.

The American Civil Liberties Un-
ion of Ohio on March 8 filed a federal
lawsuit saying that a poster of the
Ten Commandments in a local
county courthouse violates the First
Amendment mandate of separation
between church and state.

We have heard of such cases
before, this is not a new thing. The
ACLU and others have presented
similar cases in other states. But e
gardless of how many times they win
or lose, as a nation we are facing a
fundamental problem, one that we
are seemingly unwilling to address.
With the removal of faith and Chris-
tian religion from our public and pri-
vate lives there is a direct correlation
between the increase in lawlessness,
crime and, for fear of crime, a lack of
freedom.

There are many arguments we
could make both for and against the
displaying of the Ten Command-
ments in a courthouse. We could pull
out the Constitution and the Federal-
ist Papers. We could re-examine the
Bill of Rights or even go back to the
Magna-Carta and debate religion and
the power of the state. However,
those arguments are all set at noth-
ing when we look to the Fountain of
Life, Jesus Christ who can give us
ancient answers to our modern ques-

tions. It was Jesus who inspired the
Old Testament author of Proverbs
to write:

“My son, forget not my law; but
let thine heart keep my command-
ments: For length of days, and long
life, and peace, shall they add to
thee. Let not mercy and truth for-
sake thee: bind them about thy
neck; write them upon the table of
thine heart: So shalt thou find &-
vour and good understanding in the
sight of God and man.” (Proverbs
3:1-4)

If we keep the law of God ever
before us, whether it be through
posters of the Ten Commandments
or by reading the Bible and seeking
out its ancient truths, we will add
unto ourselwes long life and peace
and will find favor in the sight of
God and man. In short, we find
freedom, because in the keeping of
God’'s commandments there is pro-
tection of rights, there is power to
overcome oppressors, there are
blessings of obedience. But just as
there are blessings for keeping the
commandments, there are also
curses for breaking them. When we
see children armed to the teeth
shooting and killing one another in
schools, when we see an increase
of murder, theft and rape, is it be-
cause we are keeping God’s law as
a people? Or is it because we are
removing all traces of His wisdom
and direction? What the ACLU and
others forget is that the freedoms
we enjoy in this land were not won
by us, they where not forged by us,
they were not wdified by us. No!
They where made before the foun-
dations of the Earth and were set in
place long before man drew breath.

The law of God gives us the free-
doms we enjoy and it is only through
this law we can find peace. So as the
law of God seems to be diminishing
in the presence of our nation and His
laws are being removed from our
people’s eyes what are we to do?
How can we remain free and at
peace individually? The Apostle
James gives us hope: “But whoso
looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being not
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed.” (James 1:25)

Until next time, let us meditate
also of all His work, and talk of His
doings!
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