CG

Churches Of God Outreach Ministries

The Newsletter
of the Churches
of God, UK

PO Box 2525
LINCOLN
LN5 7PF
England

Telephone01526 861217
e-mail: coguk@aol.com
web-site:www.cgom.org
Editor: James McBride

Regd Charity No 283358

September/October
2008

visit our website:
WWw.Cgom.org

providing
leadership
information and
Biblical teaching
Matthew 28:19-20

representing
Churches od God Outreach
Ministries

own." Be patient when you are
being corrected! This is how

There’s often an expectation in God treats his children. Don't
the mind of the Christian that all parents correct their children?
commitment to Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:5-TCEV).

means an end to life’'s problems.

And indeed it's true that Jesus ~ Just Coincidence?
holds the key to the solution for When adversity, then—at whatever

the challenges we face. level—overtakes you, don’t assume
that it's ‘just coincidence’. That car

When everything seems to be fal- breakdown may be a part of some
ling apart, though, does that sig- ‘great eternal plan’! Best to assume
nify God has abandoned us? that there’s a lesson in it for you—
Questions crowd inWhy me? Is ~ from God. He cares: *...

God really ‘up there’? Why are

my prayers seemingly unan-

swered?

Why you? )
Nobody gets through their three- I"#5%

score years and ten without facing _

challenges. Not even believers. ~ Solutions

liness, accidents, bereavement, Paul encourages us to self-
family and financial challenges examine: ‘..But if we discerned
beset all of us, and eventually we purselves, we should not be

begin to crumble from age-relatedJudged (I Corinthians 11:3RV).
conditions. But with what shall we compare

ourselves? The world’s solution is

On top of this come the myriad that you do what seems right to
inconveniences—big-day wash- YOU- God says—'No, that's the way
out, car breakdown, a collapsed t© big trouble’: *..You may think
cake. All are part of ‘life’s rich you are on the right road and still
tapestry’ - a fabric too much of ~ €nd up dead(Proverbs 14:12

which is of our own weaving. CEV).

So—God isn't out to get you! He However, there is a gold standard:

long-term welfare, and part of our the fulness of ChristHphesians
baptismal contract is acceptance 4:13)- To our own responsibility to
of His apt correction...But you examine ourselves in the light of
have forgotten that the Scriptures the standard set by Jesus in his hu-
say to God's children, "When the Manity, and to change, add the
Lord punishes you, don't make spiritual power to change that

light of it, and when he corrects  COMes with the indwelling Spirit of
you, don't be discouraged. The God (Il Peter 1:4). That standard is
Lord corrects the people he loves detglled for us in the Christian

and disciplines those he calls his Scriptures.



teachings of Jesus. Indeed to this day it is one
. marker that identifies the true Christian faith
Co”.'e Qctoberl,l Chrrl]stla}ns frﬁm many de.'c established by Jesus, just as Ramadan is a
nominations will gather for what to many is marker of Islam, and Divali of Hinduism,

gstrznge .""Ct';’r']tg for tCI‘]:I’_IrStlsnS. TTey will and sun symbolism (Christmas, East&y of
€ Ok ?ervmg ?‘?‘S 0 at_ern’ag etsa traditional Christianity. While all religions
week-long annual ‘convocation , but one pay at least lip service to the last six of the

g‘at IS Esudally assogﬁt_e?_ with ‘]bUda'Smi,? Ten Commandments (Exodus 20), no other
0—why do many LNristians 0bSeve 1< faiin observes the first four.

It's easy to trace the festival’s roots. It is a
‘...feast of the LORD(Leviticus 23:4)

which He incorporated into the worship of
Israel as they were freed from slavery in ai
cient Egypt . That was around 1500BC. Tt
Israelites observed it intermittently, but it
was still being observed by the Jews in the
time of Jesus (John 7:2).

Tabernacless but one of three festival sea-
sons - spring, summer, autumn - appointed by
God for His worship. They represent both the
material and the spiritual ‘harvest¥aberna-
clesis rich in meaning in regard to the tempo-
rary nature of mankind and of our environ-
ment, with special reference to God’s end-
time harvest into His Kingdom.

Jesus observed it, as did the apostles anc
the entire first-century church. It was the
framework for the substance of the spiritue

If you consider its observance, please ask for
details of locations. Request the free article:
Tabernacles...mankind in the flesh

OUTREACH has, for some months and for reasons of
funding, been issued only on the internet. We hope

to once again—at least occasionally—send it tonoaif- ~ Trumpets September 30
ing list in print form. For our print mailing lishe AN- Atonement October 9
NUAL REPOR®f theChurches of God, Ui nowre- ~ Tabernacles October 14-20
peated. Eighth Day October 21
ANNUAL REPORT INCOME 2007/8 OUTGOINGS
Theyear ending March 31, 2008vas a quiet year for the 2007/8
Churches of God, UKThe main outreach was the distribu- Donations:
tion of our magazindlew Horizonsand responding to ...UK £1230 Postal: £ 549
readers’ questions. We are indebted to our colesagu Stationery: £ 134
Tulsa - notably Rlcha_rd G_aW|th - for printilddH Wl'_c_hout _Overseas £ 678 Print: £ 48
_chfarge to us. (ltis edlted_ in f[he UK._) The magazsinow Internet: £ 336
in its twelfth year of publlca_tlon. Articles froMew Hori- Tax Rebate: £ 316  Bank: £147
zonsare added to the websiteWw.cgom.org and draw ) .
many visitors. Utilities: £ 224
Travel: £ 474
Our readers are widely scattered throughout thieetdn News: £373
Kingdom, making face-to-face contact a challenge. W
encourage the brethren to meet with like-mindeseas
blies wherever they are available. It's a disapjpaemt £2224 £2285

that, because of high postal charges and reducethig,
we have had to axe our overseas readers from thiagna
list.

The on-going series of interndiniStudies- now number-
ing sixty-three issues - deal with commonly askeoldi
queries. They are also available in print on reqjues

It remains our aim to support individual believarsl in-
dependent assemblies by means of our extensive @ing
Biblical articles - in print and on-line - and shayiof our

experience in helping to establish new assemblies.
this end we invite such groups - and individuats as-
sociate with us and with ti@hurches of God Outreach
Ministries (based in the USA).

Financially, the year was quite difficult, seriubmit-
ing our desired activity. We value your prayersifor

creasing success in serving the brethren, apneeide
leadership, information and Biblical teaching'



Waiting for God

Some Christians live in a state of
‘suspended animation’. We are ‘waiting
for God'. That is, we are living in the ex-
pectation that the return of Jesus is immi-|
nent. One devout believer | know never
left home without leaving it spick and
span—just in case Jesus came back whil
she was away.

Jesus, she said, could come back at any mo-
ment. It is a view shared by millions. When h
returns all the faithful will be lifted up to meet

him. The concept is known as ‘the secret rap-
ture’—though it's not a word found in the text,
but a term perhaps expressing the emotion of]
that event.

The Scriptures do indeed teach the certainty
his return: ‘..This same Jesus who has been
taken up from you into Heaven [or, the skies]
will come in just the same way as you have
seen Him going into Heave(Acts 1:11).
Elsewhere we read that For if we believe
that Jesus has died and risen again, we also
believe that, through Jesus, God will bring
with Him those who shall have passed away’
Thessalonians 4:14). Furtherwe [ie the liv-
ing faithful] won't go up to meet him ahead of
his followers who have already die@.15
CEV). But will that coming be ‘secret?

Dear Friends,
TheFeast of Tabernacles 2008 just around the corner. How
very quickly it comes each year!!

Below is some information for those who might wiskconsider
one of theCGOM sponsored sitesWherever you attend, enjoy
the fellowship, give of yourself to your fellowsnd return home
with a renewed spirit!

The three CGOM-sponsored sites this year are:
Collingwood, Canada— hosted by th€anadian Church of God
For more detailed informatiomww.candianchurchofgod.com
then click on theiFeast Notesink

San Antonio, Texas- hosted by the Church of God, San Antofio
For more detailed informatiomww.churchofgodsa.com

Tulsa, Oklahoma— hosted by the Tulsa Church of God
For more detailed informatiomww.tulsachurchofgod.net/fot/

Check back often for updates on the speaking afidtaes schedules!

Visit these websites at your earliest conveniemece@ease con-
sider joining us at one of our sites! We would leednave you
celebrate with us this year If you haven’t yetadirm plans for
elsewhere, give CGOM a consideration!

Also, if you can offer service in some capacitggse contact thq
coordinator of the feast site.

Again, regardless of where you attend, have a edaband
profitableFeast of Tabernacles 2008!

Richard Gawith
Tulsa Church of God, www.tulsachurchofgod.net

Signs of His Coming

God has not left us in ignorance, but has laid a trumpet, (I Thessalonians 4: 16, | Corinthians

treasure trail of signs pointing to the return of
Jesus.
First—we don’t know when! (Matthew
24:36, Acts 1:7)
Mankind will be experiencing normality.
Life goes on \v. 37-39)
Like the visitation of a thief, most will not
expect it—or they would have been pre-
pared (Luke 12:39-40, Revelation 16:15)
Suddenly. believers will be plunged into
tribulation (Gkthlipsisg—hated, betrayed ,
persecuted, many martyred hyall na-
tions (Matthew 24:9)
It will be the worst of times—ever, past and
future (.16)
At that time, believers in Judaea—on cer-
tain ‘signals’ - are urged to drop everything
and ‘head for the hills’
Jesus then returns towards earth to estab-
lish his earthly reign
He commands the believing dead to rise—
announced by the sounding of the (last)

15:52)
Many of those resurrected will have been mar-
tyred in the previous distress (time‘ofthe tribu-
lation, the great-Revelation 7:14)
Some will have died in the tribulation, others will
have 'come out’ of it, having experienced it
(Revelation 7:14)
Although highly symbolic, those in this first resur
rection will rise to'...stand by a sea of
glass’(15:.2). It may be a reference to the
‘firmament’ that supports Christ’s throne (Ezekiel
1:26f, Exodus 24:10, Revelation 4:6
The ‘seven last plaguesin earth follow

His coming will be seen worldwide (Revelation
1:7) as his glory spreads around the planet

Safe in the secure care of our Saviour we need not
fear the future, no matter how dire nor how it may
personally affect each of us. With righteous Job we
may say ‘.though he slay me, yet will | trust

him’ (Job 13:15); and, in the face of his personal
‘tribulation; ‘...shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evfth 2:10)



: The account of Lot’s ‘escape’ is mirrored in thnele

The Great Escaplsm time: ‘.. At the sound of a loud trumpet, he will send

The study of prophecy is a pursuit beloved of  hjs angels to bring his chosen ones together frbm a
many, and from all faiths. We want to know what  gver the earth{Matthew 24: 31CEV). Brought, that
the future holds—for us personally, and for the js to ‘.. meet the Lord in the air'together with the

world at large. As the Christian Bible reputedly is  faithful dead since creation (I Thessalonians 4:16-
one-third prophecy it's no surprise that Christians 17).

are no less fascinated by it.
God’'s messengets.took [Lot] by the handand
As we have now reached the (perhaps notional) six dragged him to a remote safe place. And in the end
thousand years since ‘creation’, there is a flofry time?'...Remember what happened to Lot's wife.
interest in ‘the time of the end’. Thousands afig-  pepple who try to save their lives will lose them
ecy books have been published, especially since the those who lose their lives will save them. On that
mid nineteenth century, each presenting the awghor’ night two people will be sleeping in the same Ibed,

interpretation of end-time events. only one will be taken. The other will be left. Two
women will be together grinding wheat, but only one
Escape will be taken. The other will be lefLuke 17:32-35

The focus is often on what is termed ‘the grahtitr CEV). Did those left’ —like Lot's wife—refuse?

lation’ - a short period of total mayhem on eashd Had their love for Christ ‘grown cold?

a uniquely terrible event (Matthew 24: 21). For sgm

the focus is on avoidance—how can we escape its The prophet Elisha was encircled in a mountain-top

ravages. Various solutions are proposed: for exempl township by a hostile army—scaring the wits out of

a pre-tribulation ‘rapture, or a ‘place of safefigre his servant. Elisha himself had no fear. For die t

on earth or elsewhere. him, ‘...they that be with us are more than they that
be with them(ll Kings 6:16-18). They were pro-

First it should be noted that God'’s people haee fr tected by ’__f_iery horses and ﬂam|ng chariots’a

quently experienced not protection but fierce paise  gpijrit host. As wrote the Psalmist: You will not be

tion and often martyrdom. Hebrews 11 is a litany of harmed, though thousands fall all around

such. Indeed Jesus said:if you want to save your you’ (Psalm 91:7CEV). The all-powerful God can

life, you will destroy it. But if you give up ydife for  a|so protect as He sees the neeidht where we are

me, you will save it{Luke 9:24CEV). A statement

which—wrongly— has encouraged some Christians t \whether or not we know the precise details ofrieitu

actively seek martyrdom. He predicted betrayal and eyents, God will ensure protection where appropri-
death for some in that end-time (Luke 21:16). ate. Hear Jesus:

What if you get it wrong, believing perhaps in &0 ‘...No one knows the day or the time. The angels in
ing martyrdom (saving your skin) by means of 'the heaven don't know, and the Son himself doesn't know.
rapture’ - and that concept turns out to be a ndstn Only the Father knows. So watch out and be ready!

. . . . You don't know when the time will come...It is like
2
standing? Or, you believe that during the tribata what happens when a man goes away for a while and

you will be whisked away—protected—to some re- 565 his servants in charge of everything. He tel
mote |Ocat|0n N the M|dd|e EaSt or Montana’) W|” each of them what to dO, and he orders the guard to
you ‘miss out’? It may be helpful to look at a cteup keep alert. So be alert! You don't know when the mas-
of escape accounts in the Scriptures. ter of the house will come back. It could be inefie-
ning or at midnight or before dawn or in the momgin
A Safe Place But if he comes suddenly, don't let him find you
What if God did indeed have a ‘place of safety’ f asleep. | tell everyone just what | have told yBel.
alert!” (Mark 13:32-37CEV).

the righteous?

Abraham’s nephew Lot - a just man, butlivingiin - \when Jesus returns—as he will—those who accom-
degenerate society— was unaware of the LORD'’S  pany him are *.. called, and chosen, and faith-

plan to deal with that society. Angels were sentto  fy|' (Revelation 17:14). Stay faithful to him—be vic-
lead him and his family out of Sodom (Genesis 19). torious to the end—and you need not fear whatever
Perhaps unwilling to leave his home and possessior the future may hold.

‘...he lingered. States the record: At first, Lot just

stood there. But the LORD wanted to save him. &o th

angels took Lot, his wife, and his two daughtershisy Il\ITICNOA,\I/\IlECES£(201?GUKO)UTDC:agIalr\?é)gr 22234
hand and led them out of the cif@@enesis 19:16 Legacy: £4984
CEV). i




